
 
 

Meeting: Delegated Decisions by the Executive Member for Community 
Services on Traffic Regulation Orders 

Date: 12 January 2016 

Subject: New Road, Clifton – Consider Representations to 
Proposed Traffic Calming and Waiting Restrictions 
 

Report of: Paul Mason, Head of Highways 
 

Summary: This report seeks the approval of the Executive Member for Community 
Services for the implementation of traffic calming and waiting restrictions 
on New Road, Clifton 
 

 

 
Contact Officer: Nick Chapman 

nick.chapman@amey.co.uk 

Public/Exempt: Public 

Wards Affected: Arlesey 

Function of: Council 

 

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

Council Priorities: 

The proposal will improve road safety by reducing vehicle speeds and better 
managing parking in New Road, Clifton 
 
Financial: 

The works are being funded via section 278 funding as part of the planning consent for 
a residential development in New Road 
 
Legal: 

None from this report 
 
Risk Management: 

None from this report 
 
Staffing (including Trades Unions): 

None from this report 
 
Equalities/Human Rights: 

None from this report 
 
Community Safety: 

The proposal will improve road safety for all road users. 
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Sustainability: 

None from this report 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S): 

1. That the proposal to install Traffic Calming in New Road, Clifton be 
implemented as published. 
 

2. That the proposal to introduce No Waiting at any time in New Road and 
Broad Street, Clifton be implemented as published. 

 

 
 
Background and Information 
 
1. The works in New Road, Clifton are related to a proposed residential development 

in that road. The conditions of the planning consent require the developers to 
install speed reducing measures and introduce parking restrictions. 
 

2. The speed reduction measures comprise five raised tables evenly spaced over 
that length of New Road from Broad Street southwards for approximately 300 
metres. At the southern end, and in advance of the first table, a priority narrowing 
is proposed. The proposed measures were the subject of a local consultation 
exercise some months ago with a view to providing a scheme that would be 
supported by local people. 
 

3. The waiting restrictions in the form of double yellow lines would prohibit parking 
near to the New Road/ Broad Street junction, at the access to the new 
development and a short length to cover a pedestrian access point. 
 

4. The proposals were formally advertised by public notice in November 2015. 
Consultations were carried out with the emergency services and other statutory 
bodies, Clifton Parish Council and the Ward Members. Residents living 
immediately adjacent were individually consulted by letter. Public notices were 
displayed on street. 
 

 
Representations and Responses 
 
5. A total of six representations, some of which object to the proposals, have been 

received. All of the representations received are from residents living in the 
immediate area. Five of the representations comment on the waiting restrictions 
and three comment on the traffic calming measures. Clearly some have taken the 
opportunity to comment on both elements. 
 



6. Copies of all correspondence are included in Appendix D. The main points of 
concern raised are summarised below:- 
 
a) The parking restrictions will make it difficult for residents, some of who have 

little or no off-road parking, to find a space near their homes. 

b) The restrictions will simply transfer the parking to other roads in Clifton where 
there are already long standing issues with parking. 

c) There was an agreement that 17 parking spaces would be provided in New 
Road for residents and it is not clear whether this requirement is being met. 

d) An off-road car park should be provided on adjacent land. 

e) The raised tables, at 75mm, are unlikely to deter speeding. 

f) Concerns about noise and disturbance created by the raised tables. 

g) Other measures should be considered, such as a raised junction at Broad 
Street/ New Road, Alterations to the A507 New Road junction, restricting 
traffic using New Road and the provision of pedestrian facilities. 

h) The location of one of the raised tables could create access difficulties for the 
resident. 
 

7. Central Bedfordshire Highways’ response to the points above are as follows:- 
 
The parking restrictions have been kept to a minimum and will only cover critical 
locations. The yellow lines will extend only 20 metres into New Road from 
Broad Street, which is greater than the Highway Code advice which states that 
drivers should not park within 10 metres of a junction. Consequently, the lines at 
that location will only remove two legitimate parking spaces. 
 
The proposed restrictions further south will result in the loss of some parking 
spaces, but the demand for on-street parking is slightly lower at that location as 
more homes have off-road parking. In addition, these restrictions cover an 
uncontrolled pedestrian crossing facility, residential accesses and the new 
junction which limit the amount of on-street parking available. 
 
The scheme includes two lay-bys which will provide a total of five additional 
parking spaces, thereby largely off-setting the spaces lost due to the proposed 
restrictions. 
 
It is acknowledged that there are parking pressures in other roads in Clifton, but 
the number of vehicles displaced from New Road is likely to be relatively small, 
so any impact should be minimal. 
 
The proposed raised tables have been designed in accordance with relevant 
standards and advice. At 75mm, the features should bring about a significant 
reduction in traffic speed, but not be overly disruptive to larger vehicles, such as 
buses and emergency vehicles.  
 
Some of the alternative suggestions put forward have merit, but it has been 
decided that the proposed measures are the best solutions to address the 
overriding concerns relating to the impact of the residential development. 
 



 Two of the proposed raised tables have been re-located very slightly to address 
localised issues and relevant residents have been given the opportunity to 
comment on those changes. 
 

8. Bedfordshire Police has offered the following comments:- 
 
Parking on New Road, Clifton regularly causes the available road space to be 
reduced to single lane traffic. The location has a history of excess speed concerns 
for the road conditions albeit speeds are not always in excess of the 30mph limit. 
The additional parking being provided by the two recesses created will be 
popular. To control vehicle speeds on the reduced width carriageway, at the 
points where the motorist is most vulnerable, namely emerging from the newly 
constructed junction or from the new recessed parking facility, it is requested that 
consideration is given to building a 75mm raised table across the mouth of the 
new junction and relocating the nearby raised table to a point North of the 
recessed additional parking facility as illustrated in the attached plan. 
 

 
 
Whilst the above observations are offered for consideration, it is respected that 
there may be reasons why they cannot proceed, in which case this authority 
would accept the initial proposal as detailed in your attachment, with no objections 
being offered. 
 

9. Central Bedfordshire Highways’ response to the Police’s comments is that there is 
merit in their suggested changes to the positioning of the raised tables. However, 
the speed reduction plan wase approved by the Council after local consultation, 
so officers cannot recommend changes at this late stage. Overall, the Police are 
largely supportive of the waiting restrictions and traffic calming measures and are 
not objecting to them. 
 



 
Conclusion 
 
10. It is considered that the proposed traffic calming measures will been effective 

and the majority of residents appear to be supportive, since relatively few 
comments about them were received. 
 
The proposed parking restrictions are proportionate in that they will tackle 
existing and anticipated parking issues, whilst not being too problematic for 
residents. Therefore, it is recommended that the traffic calming scheme and 
waiting restriction proposals be implemented as published. 
 

 
 
 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix B – Location plan 
Appendix B – Drawings of Proposals 
Appendix C – Public Notices of Proposals 
Appendix D – Representations 
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Appendix D 
 
 

I am writing to you, that though the plans for the change in the road will be for a positive against traffic 
and becoming a safer environment. 
 
I feel I need to air my concern with parking. 
 
I live at xx New Road, Clifton which is a mid terraced cottage with no allocated parking. There are people 
in the current street with 3 cars to 2 people therfore making it hard to even park on the road I live on 
occasionally. This can be very frustrating with the road as it is. 
 
With the new narrowing of the road and raised tables may make this even harder for me as I have found it 
even harder to park since the builds that are presently being built. 
 
May I ask or even suggest that anyone that live in the street with no off road parking, have an allocated 
space registured and outlined with the number of the house clearly marked in the space outside their 
home, given to them per person with a car. Therefore detering people that have more that 1 car to 
theseleves to park else where. 
 
Where there is a space left this should be allocated as a visitors parking space that can only be used for 
up to 24 or 48hrs.  
 
This in turn will be fair to people with no off road parking as there will be less road space to park with the 
new proposals.  

 

 
I write to lodge my objection to the proposed traffic scheme at New Road, Clifton. 
 
OBJECTION ON THE FOLLOWING GROUNDS 
 
I object on the grounds that the reduced provision of parking for New Road Residents will have 
a significantly negative impact on residents as there is currently not enough parking, and 
reducing this further will result in inconvenience whilst at the same time, exacerbating existing 
parking and highway safety issues in the village core.  
 
At the time of planning the current development in New Road, the Planning Authority agreed 
with the developer that a total of 17 car parking spaces would be provided in New Road for 
existing residents. This is a lot less than is actually required. Does the proposal still provide 
those 17 spaces as agreed? The proposed changes will lead to at least five vehicles having to 
be parked elsewhere into the centre of Clifton where parking is already congested and 
insufficient. This will only add to the parking congestion, and will not solve the problems with 
parking in New Road – merely shift it to another part of the village. 

 

 

 
 



I write with respect to the proposed traffic scheme at New Road, Clifton and make the following 
comments.  
 
OBJECTION ON THE FOLLOWING GROUNDS 
 
I object on the grounds that the reduced provision of parking for New Road Residents will result 
in the displacement of traffic elsewhere further exacerbating existing parking and highway 
safety issues in the village core. Neither does the proposal benefit the community as a whole 
and far more suitable options may be available. This is simply a low cost proposal to rectify the 
mistakes made during the planning process where the local authority failed to adequately 
consider highway safety and parking.  
 
FURTHER COMMENTS 
 
The issues surrounding highway safety and parking availability in New Road have been a 
concern for a long time and residents have actively sought solutions for many years. However, 
despite attempts, solutions have not been forthcoming and it is regrettable that it is only when 
new housing provision has to be accommodated in the locality, that the Authority look to make 
any changes.  
 
I’d firstly like to stress that this is not an issue which only effects New Road and I am 
disappointed that the proposal only looks to seek a solution which is isolated to New Road. 
Indeed, the centre of Clifton in recent years has become extremely congested in terms of 
parking and New Road in fact acts as overflow parking for surrounding roads and businesses. 
This is despite being unable to accommodate enough vehicles for its residents. Any proposal 
should therefore look to consider the whole of the centre of Clifton.  
 
With regard to the specific proposals, the Planning Authority sought an agreement with the 
developer to ensure that a total of 17 car parking spaces be provided in New Road for existing 
residents. In fact, this is a lot less than are currently required with typically 21-24 vehicles 
parking on New Road each night. This will lead to five parking vehicles being displaced 
elsewhere into the centre of Clifton where parking is already congested and insufficient. This will 
only add to the parking congestion and whilst solving highway safety issues in New Road, will 
be likely to lead to safety issues elsewhere.  
 
It is worth noting whilst this provision was based on an assessment completed by the developer, 
this had deficiencies as at the time of the survey it was a holiday period and a number of 
properties were vacant. This was raised but largely ignored during the planning process. 
Likewise, the development at the time of granting permission did not meet the Council’s 
adopted parking density standards and therefore there is likely to be some overflow of parking 
from the development onto New Road.  
 
With respect to the specific proposals I make the following comments:  
 

         Does the proposal provide the 17 parking spaces as agreed between the junction of New Road / 

Shefford Road and the entrance to the new development off New Road? 

         When calculating the total provision are the spaces, in particular the new bays in New Road 

sufficient to accommodate reasonable size vehicles. 

         Where drives are present can any be marked in accordance with the dropped kerbs. Over time 

drives have increased in width reducing the availability of on street parking.  

         What considerations have been given to noise and disturbance from speed humps.  

         Drainage is an issue outside 2- 8 New Road, with the only working drain positioned beside the 

telegraph pole outside No.2. Please ensure that sufficient drainage is provided to allow water to 

drain into this grate as the creation of a raised table will prevent such and increase flooding.  



         The nominal height of the speed bumps of 75mm is unlikely to deter speeding and is not a 

committed attempt at slowing traffic, rather a low cost solution 

With regard to the wider issues I also ask what other solutions have been considered and ask 
that you note the following:  
 

         Has consideration been given to a raised table which encompasses the whole of the junction of 

New  Road, Shefford Road and Grange Street? This would slow traffic through the centre of 

Clifton on what is a busy road which suffers from speeding and poor lines of sight for 

pedestrians. This would benefit the community as a whole and allow for easier access across 

Shefford Road. 

         Has any thought been given to reducing traffic on New Road, by making adjustments to the 

New Road / A507 junction to limit vehicles to turning right onto A507? It is well known locally 

that New Road acts as a shortcut for traffic from Langford / A1m reaching the A507 as it avoids 

other local bottlenecks such as in Henlow.  

         Has thought been made to making New Road access only? 

         Could provision be made for a form of safe crossing (i.e. Pelican) on Shefford Road? 

In short whilst I welcome any changes which improve highway safety, I feel that this proposal 
which reduces parking in New Road will simple exacerbate existing significant highway safety 
and parking issues elsewhere in the immediate area. 
 

 
Having looked at the information and map concerning traffic calming in New Road I have a 
couple of observations to make.   There will be insufficient parking for the residents of New 
Road who currently park their cars on the road.    Making a "no waiting area" at the junction with 
Broad Street and Shefford Road will not work as traffic queues up there at busy times causing 
congestion.   This is not helped by allowing 3 cars to park at the pond (which seriously blocks 
traffic in the busy mornings.) and also the parking on Shefford Road just before the One Stop 
Shop.    Allowing new building in New Road when these problems were already in existence 
was a very bad decision.    Before further new housing is permitted it would be a great 
advantage if a decent sized car park could be built.    There is a site just opposite the new 
estate which would be ideal for this.   I believe the owner of this land once requested permission 
to build a car park but was turned down.    Things might look good on paper but in practice often 
don't work.   Finally, I would just add, traffic calming will succeed in slowing down traffic but will 
do nothing to improve the congestion and might make things even worse. 
 

 
 
I am writing to you with regards to the proposed traffic calming measures in New Road 
Clifton. 
 
I am a long term resident of New Road Clifton and I am in full agreement with measures 
being taken to slow the traffic down. Speeding traffic in New Road has been a problem 
for a long time. 
 
However, as you can see I live at xx New Road, and my only concern is that on the 
diagram you sent us one of the speed humps appears to be near to my property. I only 
hope that it will not impede or hinder access to my driveway. 
 
Could someone please have the courtesy to reply or contact me to put my mind at rest 
and assure me that it will not cause a problem. 
 


